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Message To Graduating Seniors: Seek Your Life’s Purpose  
Members of the Knights of Columbus, Fallon Council 4828, 

served scrambled eggs, bacon and sausage, biscuits and gravy, 

and pancakes to St. Patrick’s graduating high school seniors., 

their families and friends, as well as other parishioners, at the 

group’s annual Graduating Seniors Breakfast on Sun., May 13, 

in the parish hall.  

 The three recipients of the K of C’s $400 memorial scholar-

ships were also announced: Kasey Docena who plans to major 

in psychology at the Uni-

versity of Nevada, Reno; 

Christian Nemeth, who 

will study neuroscience, 

also at UNR, in prepara-

tion to enter the field of 

medicine; and Layne 

Rechel who hopes to be-

come an Emergency Medi-

cal Technician after at-

tending Truckee Meadows 

Community College. The 

decision to select three recipients 

among the seven individuals who 

applied for the scholarships was 

“most difficult,” according to Gary 

Butori, Scholarship Chair. Other K of 

C members on the selection commit-

tee were Tom Lukas and Matt Louie. 

 Guest speaker was Capt. David 

Halloran, Commanding Officer at the 

Naval Air Station Fallon, a 26-year 

naval aviator, and a parishioner.

 Capt. Halloran’s inspiring speech 

advised graduating seniors that learn-

ing occurs every day of one’s life and 

those who continue to search for 

knowledge tend to discover increased 

success in accomplishing their goals. 

Although success can be measured in 

many ways (such as attaining money, 

power, popularity, etc.),  he added, 

success should be thought of more as the measure of happi-

ness and fulfillment,. As he reminded the teens that high 

school graduation, while a major accomplishment, is simply 

the end of only one chapter in life and the beginning of a new 

one., Capt. Halloran suggested that they are traveling on a 

path and that they pose these questions to themselves to give 

them direction, “What is my path? What was I put on this 

earth to do? What do I really want to do with my life? What 

will make me feel as if my life is fulfilling?” 

 To help the youth begin to chart a course in their lives, the 

captain outlined a three-step process. 

 Step 1: Take 5-15 minutes of quiet time to ask yourself, 

“What do I enjoy doing? What areas of study interest me? 

What job do I want in the future?” This is a most important 

step. Be honest with yourself. Once you decide where you 

want to go (setting a goal), write it down. 

 Step 2: Once you know where you want to be and what 

you want to do, figure out how you can accomplish what you 

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS—At the Graduating Senior Breakfast on Sun., May 13, in the 

parish hall, the Knights of Columbus, Fallon Council 4828, awarded a  $400 scholarship to each 

of the following St. Patrick graduating seniors: Kasey Docena, Christian Nemeth, and Layne 

Rechel. A total of seven teens had applied. Pictured above are, from left to right, John Mataraz-

za, Third Degree Grand Knight; Kasey, Christian and Layne; guest speaker Capt. Halloran, 

Commanding Officer, NAS Fallon; Gary Butori, Scholarship Chair; and Father Tony Quijano, 

pastor of St. Patrick Catholic Church. 
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FIRST COMMUNION RECIPIENTS—Thirty-three youngsters made their First Communion 

during the 11 a.m. Mass on Sun., May 6, at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church. Father Antonio Quijano, 

Jr., pastor of the parish, was the celebrant, assisted by Deacon Ron Cherry. Religious education 

instructors Penny Clifford and Letticia Orozco prepared the children to receive the sacrament. Re-

ligious education coordinator is Judy Northrup with Mary Thomas as her volunteer assistant. God 

bless the participating boys and girls, their parents and teachers, and all who helped in the faith 

formation and spiritual growth of the 2018 First Communion class! 

SPRING FESTIVAL—On a 

sunny and warm day, St. Pat-

rick’s Spring Festival drew a 

moderate crowd and over 

$7,500.00 in proceeds to benefit 

the church’s building fund. Ma-

jor raffle winners were Phyllis 

Newman, freezer and 1/2 beef; 

Candy Davison, $500 Maverik 

gas gift card; Scott Aulner,, 

$200 Peppermill gift card; and 

Mike Merkley, $100 cash. Pic-

tured at right is five-year-old 

Ximena Dueñas, who won one 

of the 15 refurbished bicycles 

given away in ticket drawings 

that day.  Behind her is her 

mother Maricela. The bicycles 

were donated by the Elks.  

Thanks to all who helped!. 

Message (Continued from page 1) 

decided. How do you get to that goal? What skills do you need to 

do that job? 

 Step 3: Apply conviction to your thoughts and ideas developed 

in Steps 1 and 2 and turn them into actions. Steps 1 and 2 laid out 

your initial course; Step 3 moves you forward on that path. Go 

through this process every few months to evaluate your progress 

and determine if changes are needed. 

 Capt. Halloran counseled the graduating seniors that, as they 

pursue their individual paths, the direction of their path “will be 

altered in positive and negative ways” throughout their lives. How-

ever, they have the power and control to choose where their paths 

in life take them. “Your course in life will be continuously chang-

ing,” the captain said. “You always have the ability to change your 

mind and alter your course as your interests change or you uncover 

new talents.” Choose a path now so you have momentum on your 

journey, he further advised. 

 In conclusion, the captain stressed the importance of Catholic 

values which guide one to be a good  and selfless person.  

Confirmation on May 27 at 11 am Mass—

MyParish in June—Dedication of St. 

Patrick’s to Immaculate Heart of Mary in June—

Youth Encounter for 14-19 year olds in late August—

Watch for details! 


